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SECTION ONE: INTRODUCTION AND CONTEXT     

 

1.1 What is an Authoritiesô Monitoring Report (AMR)?  

This AMR has been produced in accordance with the Planning and Compulsory 

Purchase Act 2004 and The Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) 

Regulations 2012, as amended in particular by the 2011 Localism Act. Legislative 

changes have changed both the name of the report (from Annual Monitoring Report 

to Authority Monitoring Report) and the basis for its production. In terms of report 

production, the emphasis is now on local planning authorities publishing monitoring 

data as it becomes available, at least on an annual basis.   

 

The three south Worcestershire authorities’ planning services deliver the spatial 

objectives for the three districts of south Worcestershire through planning policy and 

the development management process. The three south Worcestershire authorities 

will use the new format of the AMR to continue to provide the most effective and 

transparent process to present planning services data, policy performance and 

accomplishments to local communities. Monitoring and evaluation are vitally 

important if councils are to demonstrate their effectiveness and value for money.  

1.2 Why do we publish an AMR? 

The primary purpose is to share the performance and achievements of the three 

planning authorities with their local communities.  The AMR achieves this by: 

¶ reviewing the matters which may be expected to affect the development of 

south Worcestershire, or the planning of its development;  

¶ reporting on whether policies are achieving their objectives and delivering 

sustainable development; 

¶ monitoring the effectiveness of policies and reporting any unintended 

consequences; and  

¶ reporting on whether targets are being achieved.   

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/20/contents/enacted
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The AMR is a useful tool as it measures the value added by planning policy, 

development management, conservation and enforcement activity.   

For the purposes of data monitoring, the south Worcestershire AMR covers the 

period 1st April 2012 to 31st March 2013. Where possible, the AMR will also 

provide other relevant up-to-date information past this timeframe, for example, 

updating progress made on the South Worcestershire Development Plan (SWDP). 

 

1.3 Where can I find a copy of the AMR online? 

The AMR can be viewed online at the South Worcestershire Development Plan 

website. 

We welcome your views on the format and content of the document. 

1.4 Why the emphasis on South Worcestershire? 

The three local authorities of Malvern Hills, Worcester City and Wychavon are 

currently working together to create a twenty-four year plan for the three districts, 

known as the South Worcestershire Development Plan (SWDP). For this reason 

the AMR has been jointly produced and provides a brief overview of south 

Worcestershire and illustrates some of the key interactions between all three 

authorities, as well as neighbouring authorities in the West Midlands and the South 

West regions. 

1.5 Where is South Worcestershire? 

South Worcestershire is located in the south of the West Midlands, England. The 

south Worcestershire area encompasses the City of Worcester and the two 

neighbouring rural districts of Malvern Hills and Wychavon. South Worcestershire 

has an overall population of approximately 290,200 (2011 Census). Malvern Hills 

has the smallest population of the three authorities with a total of 74,500 people, 

while Worcester City and Wychavon total 98,800 and 116,900, respectively. The 

overall population figure for south Worcestershire accounts for just over half of 

Worcestershire County’s total population of 566,200 (2011 Census). Table 1 below 

provides an overview of past, present and future population figures.   

http://www.swdevelopmentplan.org/?page_id=256
http://www.swdevelopmentplan.org/?page_id=256
http://www.swdevelopmentplan.org/
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Table 1: Population figures and projections for south Worcestershire 

LOCAL 
AUTHORITY 

a) Total Population 
at 2001 Census 

b) Total 
Population at 
2011 Census 

c) Estimated 
Population at 

2030 

Malvern Hills 72,172 74,500 81,000 

Worcester City 93,353 98,800 105,000 

Wychavon  112,957 116,900 131,000 

South 
Worcestershire  

278,482 290,200 317,000 

Source: South Worcestershire Populations (usual resident population) Census, a) 2001, b) 
2011 and c) 2010-based Subnational Population Projections for England (SNPP), published 
March 2012, Office for National Statistics. 

 

1.6 Background to Joint Working Arrangements  

The three south Worcestershire councils together with Worcestershire County 

Council have been working closely together on an informal basis with respect to 

addressing the implications of Worcester City’s sub-regional role and a creating a 

vision for the City. 

The first step in this process was the informal establishment of the South 

Worcestershire Steering Group, which included leading members from each 

authority, Chief Executives and planning officers. The informal Steering Group: 

¶ commissioned technical work into the feasibility of growth associated with the 

City, which informed work undertaken by the County Council on behalf of the 

(then) Regional Planning Body; 

¶ developed a successful bid under the CLG’s New Growth Points programme; 

and 

¶ considered how to bring forward comprehensive land use and transport 

infrastructure proposals for the City, using the Local Transport Plan (LTP) and 

relevant planning processes. 

On the 13th October 2006, the South Worcestershire Steering Group considered 

options for joint working on Development Plan coverage for Worcester City and 
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south Worcestershire generally. It was agreed that the preparation of a Joint Core 

Strategy (now known as the SWDP – see below) covering the full extent of the 

administrative areas should be recommended to each of the district councils.  

The respective local planning authorities agreed to work collaboratively on the 

preparation of the Joint Core Strategy Development Plan Document (DPD) for south 

Worcestershire under the provisions of Section 28 of the Planning and Compulsory 

Purchase Act 2004. 

 

1.7 The Joint Advisory Panel (JAP) 

An informal Joint Advisory Panel has been established as a mechanism through 

which the three south Worcestershire authorities will exercise their powers to 

prepare the SWDP.  It will make recommendations on joint plan-making proposals to 

the three south Worcestershire Councils for their determination.  

It is an informal advisory body not exercising any delegated powers. The County 

Council is not a full voting and participating member, but an observer representing its 

own interests as the transportation, minerals and waste authority. 

The terms of reference were developed and agreed by the Panel at its first meeting 

on the 19th January 2007. The Panel guides the development of the SWDP 

(previously called the SWJCS, see 1.9 below) and consists of three nominated 

members from each of the district councils. Its purpose is to: 

¶ consider reports and examine issues related to the production of the SWDP 

and to make recommendations to the three Councils regarding the content 

and development of the SWDP; 

¶ make recommendations to the three Councils regarding the content of the 

project plan and the timetabling of key Development Plan Documents (DPDs); 

and 

¶ make recommendations to the three Councils regarding future plan making 

and development management arrangements associated with the 

implementation of the Project Plan (Local Development Scheme – see 1.11). 
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The terms of reference for the Joint Advisory Panel were revised in June 2013, 

particularly in relation to the consideration of reports and examination of issues 

relating to the production of synchronised Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 

charging schedules for South Worcestershire. Additionally, the words 

‘Supplementary Planning Documents’ were added to the content of the second bullet 

point above from the original 2007 terms of reference. 

1.8 The Duty to Cooperate  

The Localism Act (2011) introduced a legal duty to cooperate  on plan making in 

respect of strategic cross boundary matters; and the National Planning Policy 

Framework (March 2012) introduced an additional test of soundness for 

Development Plan Documents relating to this duty. These tests require local 

planning authorities to demonstrate that they have prepared plans in co-operation 

with neighbouring planning authorities and a range of other partner organisations 

and public bodies. The Examination of the SWDP will therefore include consideration 

of whether the preparation of the plan has fulfilled these duties.  

The three councils of south Worcestershire have undertaken joint working diligently 

to identify any strategic cross-boundary requirements during plan preparation 

through extensive evidence gathering processes. For example, the Strategic 

Housing Market Assessment 2012 (SHMA) involved joint working with all 

Worcestershire councils to prepare evidence on housing need for the County. Other 

neighbouring local authorities and relevant public bodies are also included as part of 

the overall duty to cooperate liaison process. The SWDP evidence base provides 

further updates of the on going joint working and related engagement activities that 

demonstrate effective cooperation consistent with the duty to cooperate 

requirements. 

 

1.9 What happened in 2012/2013 and what is next?  

Overview: In the autumn of 2010 the Joint Advisory Panel took the decision to join 

the South Worcestershire Joint Core Strategy (SWJCS) and the Site Allocations 

Development Plan Document together into one plan, called the South 

Worcestershire Development Plan (SWDP).  The three south Worcestershire 

http://www.swdevelopmentplan.org/?page_id=69
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Authorities are still committed to working together on a joint plan, but as a result of 

the recent changes to the planning system, we have revised our approach to reflect 

the new Government agenda.  The proposed timetable (Local Development 

Scheme, see pages 10-12) brings together the Joint Core Strategy and the Site 

Allocations and Policies Development Plan Document (re-named as the South 

Worcestershire Development Plan). The new document now provides one key 

source for future planning policy. In addition, there should be financial savings with 

one consultation process and one public examination rather than two if the 

documents were produced separately.  

Achievements: During 2012, planning officers worked on the SWDP ‘Significant 

Changes to the Preferred Options’ document, which went out to targeted 

consultation between 6th August and 14th September 2012. This document was 

democratically approved at all three full council meetings by elected members on 3rd 

July 2012.  

Actions: Following approval by elected members at Malvern Hills and Worcester on 

10th December 2012 and at Wychavon on 18th December 2012, the proposed-

submission version of the SWDP was prepared and went out to a six week ‘Legal 

Compliance and Test of Soundness’ consultation from 11th January to 22nd February 

2013. Immediate actions following the conclusion of this consultation include 

analysing the representations made by respondents in order to help prepare the 

SWDP for submission and examination from May 2013 onwards. 

 

1.10 SWDP consultation updates  

The Proposed Submission version of the SWDP went out to a six week ‘Legal 

Compliance and Test of Soundness’ consultation representation period from 11th 

January to 22nd February 2013.  

Previously, the SWDP went out to consultation on a draft stage called ‘Significant 

Changes to the Preferred Options’. The Plan emphasises the need to boost the local 

economy, deliver sustainable housing development and protect important 

environments. It is based on extensive evidence and previous consultations, all 

jointly prepared and conducted by the three partner authorities.  
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During August to September 2012, local people were urged to get involved and 

make sure their voice was heard on the SWDP. The public consultation closed on 

the 14th September 2012. During the following months, consultation comments were 

summarised, responded to and subsequently published online.  

The ‘Significant Changes to the Preferred Options’ document is available to view 

online at the SWDP website. The accompanying evidence base studies and 

background papers are also available to view online at the SWDP evidence base 

and background papers webpages.    

The summer 2012 SWDP roadshows were generally well attended with 

approximately 2,080 people visiting the nineteen events during August – 

September 2012. The events were held at various venues across south 

Worcestershire, including parish halls, garden centres, churches and community 

centres. This gave people the opportunity to meet planning officers to discuss the 

content of the SWDP. The roadshows included an exhibition of the proposed 

significant changes to the emerging development strategy and policies, as well as 

maps of the proposed changes across south Worcestershire. A list of the roadshows 

and their attendances are summarised in table 2 below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.swdevelopmentplan.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/Significant_Changes_Response_Nov2012.pdf
http://www.swdevelopmentplan.org/?page_id=3216
http://www.swdevelopmentplan.org/?page_id=69
http://www.swdevelopmentplan.org/?page_id=2213
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Table 2 ï Roadshow attendances for SWDP targeted consultation events 6th 
August ï 14th September 2012 

Local 
Authority 

Date Location 
Number 

Attended 

Malvern Hills 

 

9th August Hallow 90 

10th August Upton upon Severn  107 

13th August Martley 58 

16th August Malvern 91 

20th August Powick 140 

23rd August Tenbury Wells 18 

MALVERN HILLS DISTRICT SUB-TOTAL 504 

Wychavon  

 

13th August Upton Snodsbury 131 

15th August Pershore 65 

17th August Broadway 250 

21st August Droitwich Spa 62 

22nd August Honeybourne 119 

29th August Fernhill Heath  250 

30th August Evesham 250 

4th September Offenham  65 

5th September Beckford 120 

WYCHAVON DISTRICT SUB-TOTAL 1,312 

 

Worcester 
City 

 

20th August Warndon (Worcester East) 21 

22nd August Worcester – Shrub Hill Area 9 

23rd August 
Northwick Farm and 

Gwilliams Farm 
114 

31st August Worcester South 120 

WORCESTER CITY SUB-TOTAL 264 

TOTAL NUMBER IN ATTENDANCE AT EVENTS 2,080 
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1.11 SWDP Local Development Scheme (LDS) Update 

The LDS timetable in force during the 2012/13 monitoring period has now been 

superseded by the revised and updated LDSs of the three councils adopted on 24th 

September 2013.  

The SWDP milestones and progress updates from the previous and current LDS 

reports are set out as follows: 

MILESTONE 
Previous LDS 
2010-2013 (7th 

December 2010) 

Revised 
Timetable 

(Project Plan) 
November 

2012 

Current 
LDS 2013-
2016 (24th 

September 
2013) 

Date 
Achieved 

¶ Remaining Background 
Papers and updates to 
be published 

 

March 2012 
November 

2012 
n/a 

November 
2012 

¶ Full Council meetings to 
consider the proposed 
Pre-Submission Draft 
Development Plan 

 

April 2012 
10th /18th 

December 
2012 

n/a 
December 

2012 

¶ Publication of Pre-
Submission Draft 
Development Plan 
(Regulation (2012) 
19) for consultation – 
Test of Soundness 
Representation Period 

 

June 2012 January 2013 
January 

2013 
January 

2013 

¶ Submission of 
Development Plan 
Document (Regulation 
(2012) 22) 

 

September 2012 April 2013 May 2013 May 2013 

¶ Examination (Regulation 
(2012) 24) 

 
May 2013 

 
July 2013 

October 
2013 

October 
2013 

As stated in the 2013-2016 LDS, the current scheduled date of adoption (Regulation 
(2012) 26) for the SWDP is September 2014. 

The latest SWDP LDS is available to view online. 

 

http://www.swdevelopmentplan.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/Simplified-Timetable-061112-version-8.pdf
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South Worcestershire Development Plan ï Local Development Scheme (2013-2016) 
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1.12 Traveller and Travelling Showpeople Site Allocations DPD  

The Travellers and Travelling Showpeople Site Allocations Development Plan 

Document (DPD) will set out the updated requirement for the number of sites and 

pitches to be provided to meet the needs of gypsies, travellers and travelling 

showpeople in the area over the coming years. It will then allocate sites or 

extensions to existing sites to meet this requirement. For further information, see 

page 24.  

 

1.13   Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs) 

Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs) are produced to support or 

'supplement' the policies in the Development Plan. SPDs are not subject to 

independent examination and do not form part of the development plan. SPDs are 

no longer required to be listed in the LDS and also no longer require a Sustainability 

Appraisal. SPDs will be produced as and when necessary. The current list of 

proposed SPDs is set out in the new 2013 LDSs.  

 

1.14    Expiry of Local Plan Targets and Saved Local Plan Policies 

The plan periods for the adopted Malvern Hills, Wychavon and Worcester City Local 

Plans were all set to end in 2011. A number of polices in these plans remain saved 

until the emerging SWDP, once adopted, replaces them to guide development in the 

three districts over the period 2006-2030. Until adoption of the SWDP, the ‘saved’ 

local plan policies for the three south Worcestershire councils will be given the due 

weight in the determination of planning applications in accordance with the 

requirements of the NPPF, which states that due weight should be given to relevant 

policies in existing plans according to their degree of consistency with the framework 

(paragraph 215). The saved policies of the three local plans are available to view at 

the following links: 

¶ Malvern Hills Saved Policies (Malvern Hills District Local Plan 1996-2011) 

¶ Wychavon Saved Policies (Wychavon District Local Plan 1996-2011) 

¶ Worcester City Saved Policies (City of Worcester Local Plan 1996-2011) 

http://www.malvernhills.gov.uk/cms/planning/local-plan.aspx
http://www.wychavon.gov.uk/cms/planning/planning-policy/local-plan.aspx
http://www.worcester.gov.uk/index.php?id=2199
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1.15    SWDP Policy Performance Indicators and Targets 

Following adoption of the SWDP, policy performance measures will be introduced 

and monitored in accordance with the monitoring framework that is being developed 

as part of the SWDP (see policy SWDP 63). The AMR will be revised to reflect these 

changes in future editions in order to closely monitor policy performance. Monitoring 

of the SWDP will look at implementation, setting out agreed ways in which policies 

achieve desired results, and in the required timeframe. Monitoring will also assess 

progress in delivering the Spatial Vision and Objectives of the SWDP through the 

implementation of policies and Sustainability Indicators.  

 

As well as linking to objectives and policies, any future identified indicators in the 

AMR will also link to the Worcestershire Community Strategy spatial targets and 

the potential indicators set out in the latest Sustainability Appraisal (November 2012) 

in order to identify the significant effects of policy implementation. The south 

Worcestershire AMR will also include an annual updated 'housing trajectory', which 

shows housing delivery in terms of net additional dwellings completed and estimated 

future completions for the remainder of the SWDP plan period. Housing trajectories 

for the three south Worcestershire authorities (and the Wider Worcester Area) as at 

April 2012 are provided on pages 26-29. This will be supported by housing land 

availability reports and assessments.  

 

The new governance arrangements that will be put in place following the adoption of 

the SWDP will provide a strategic overview in order to monitor progress against the 

Plan. 

 

1.16    Neighbourhood Planning  

The Localism Act provides a new statutory regime for neighbourhood planning. 

Neighbourhood planning enables communities to shape the development and 

growth of a local area through the production of a Neighbourhood Development Plan 

(Neighbourhood Plan), a Neighbourhood Development Order or a Community Right 

to Build Order. 

http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/cms/pdf/2008%20Full.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/giving-communities-more-power-in-planning-local-development/supporting-pages/neighbourhood-planning
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Neighbourhood Plans are prepared by town or parish councils, or in un-parished 

areas by Neighbourhood Forums. They allow communities to develop a vision of 

what their area should be like and make decisions on where certain types of 

development should go. They go through a formal preparation process but 

importantly need to be in line with the strategic policies of the Local Plan (the SWDP 

once adopted). Notably, the Government has made it clear that Neighbourhood 

Plans are about facilitating development, not stopping it. The Councils are expected 

to support neighbourhoods in preparing plans and are developing pro-active 

approaches to do so.  

Neighbourhood Planning - Progress Updates  

Malvern Hills - As of March 2013, only Kempsey Parish Council has applied to have 

the parish designated as a Neighbourhood Area for the purposes of neighbourhood 

planning. The designation of a 'neighbourhood area' is the first formal stage in the 

neighbourhood plan process. For further information, view the Malvern Hills DC 

Neighbourhood Planning webpage.  

Worcester City – To date no Neighbourhood Forums or Parish Councils have come 

forward with suggested areas for neighbourhood plans within the Worcester City 

area. 

Wychavon – As of March 2013, Wychavon is in receipt of five Frontrunner grants to 

support the communities of Cleeve Prior, Droitwich Spa, Honeybourne, Pebworth, 

and Whittington to prepare a neighbourhood plan. Applications have been received 

from the following parish councils; Cleeve Prior, Fernhill Heath, and Pebworth for the 

council to consult on and designate their respective neighbourhood areas. The 

council has run a ‘start-up’ workshop for the Frontrunner groups, and adopted a 

protocol setting out how the council intends to support and fund neighbourhood plan 

projects. For further information, view Wychavon Districtôs Neighbourhood 

Planning webpage.  

 

 

 

http://www.malvernhills.gov.uk/cms/planning/planning-policy/the-planning-policy-framework/neighbourhood-planning.aspx
http://www.malvernhills.gov.uk/cms/planning/planning-policy/the-planning-policy-framework/neighbourhood-planning.aspx
http://www.wychavon.gov.uk/cms/planning/planning-policy/neighbourhood-planning.aspx
http://www.wychavon.gov.uk/cms/planning/planning-policy/neighbourhood-planning.aspx
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1.17   Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) and the Community Infrastructure Levy 

(CIL) 

An important part of creating sustainable communities is ensuring that the necessary 

supporting infrastructure is provided. The three south Worcestershire authorities 

have prepared an Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) which provides details of the 

current provision of infrastructure in the area, identifies any deficits, sets out planned 

investment proposals, and identifies additional future infrastructure requirements. 

The IDP forms an important part of the evidence base for the SWDP, helps 

demonstrate its deliverability and contributes to the prioritisation of CIL spend and 

other sources of infrastructure funding. 

The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is a new planning charge, introduced by 

the Planning Act 2008. It came into force on 6th April 2010 through the CIL 

Regulations 2010. If the relevant local planning authority has chosen to set a 

charging regime in its area, as is the case in south Worcestershire, development 

may be liable for a charge under CIL. The precise application and level of charge will 

be defined by the CIL Charging Schedule. The CIL will be subject to a separate 

Examination to the SWDP and will be chargeable as soon as the SWDP and CIL 

Charging Schedule have been adopted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.swdevelopmentplan.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/SWIDP-amendments-10-01-13.pdf
http://www.swdevelopmentplan.org/?p=7860


17 

South Worcestershire Authorities’ Monitoring Report 2012/13 

SECTION TWO: SNAPSHOTS OF SOUTH WORCESTERSHIRE 

 

2.1 Table 3: South Worcestershire Characteristics  

LOCAL 
AUTHORITY 

South Worcestershire Characteristics 

Area (ha) 
Density  

(population per 
hectare) 

Number of 
households with  

at least one 
usual resident  

Average  
household 

size 

Malvern Hills 57,707 1.3 32,212 2.2 

Worcester 3,328 29.7 42,272 2.3 

Wychavon 66,354 1.8 49,466 2.3 

South Worcs. 127,389 2.28 123,950 2.3 

Source: 2011 Census 

The three south Worcestershire authorities consist of the predominantly urban 

Worcester City acting as the sub-regional centre, with the rural districts of Wychavon 

and Malvern Hills flanking the east and west sides of the city’s boundary. The 

differing size of the districts, coupled with the population densities in table 3 above 

further demonstrate the urban/rural contrasts of Worcester City compared to 

Wychavon and Malvern Hills.  

2.2 Table 4: South Worcestershire Age Structure 

LOCAL 
AUTHORITY 

South Worcestershire Age Structure (2011) 

Aged 
0-9 

Aged 
10-19 

Aged 
20-29 

Aged 
30-44 

Aged 
45-59 

Aged 
60-74 

Aged 
75-89 

90 
and 
over 

TOTAL 

Malvern 
Hills 

6,900 9,200 6,100 11,900 16,200 15,500 7,800 900 74,500 

Worcester 12,000 12,000 14,500 21,400 18,700 13,300 6,200 700 98,800 

Wychavon 11,700 13,400 10,700 21,300 25,700 22,600 10,300 1,200 116,900 

South 
Worcs. 

30,600 34,600 31,300 54,600 60,600 51,400 24,300 2,800 290,200 

Source: ONS Census (2011) 

South Worcestershire contains a varied population structure, with the 30-44, 45-59 

and 60-74 age bands containing the largest population quotas. Malvern Hills features 

low population levels in the 0-9, 10-19 and 20-29 age groups, whilst Worcester City’s 

population feautres a lower population level of over 60s when compared to that of 

Wychavon and Malvern Hills. Figure 1 below further highlights these population 

differences.   
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Figure 1: Age Structure of South Worcestershire  

Source: ONS Census (2011) 

 

2.3 Table 5: Average House Prices (All Property Types) 

Source: Land Registry (Local level house prices, DCLG) 

Houses prices saw a general decline in value from 2007, with an upturn noted in 

2010, followed by another overall period of decline in 2011 and 2012 (table 5). 

House prices in Wychavon and Malvern Hills remained considerably higher 

throughout all monitoring periods when compared to those of Worcester City.  

                                                           
1
 Only information up to the 3

rd
 Quarter of 2012 was available at the time of publication. 

LOCAL  
AUTHORITY 

Average House Prices (All Property Types)  

Average 
House 
Price 

2007 (£) 

Average 
House 
Price 

2008 (£) 

Average 
House 
Price 

2009 (£) 

Average 
House 
Price 

2010 (£) 

Average 
House 
Price 

2011 (£) 

Average 
House 
Price 

2012 (£)1 

Average 
House 
Price 
2007-

2012 (£) 

Change in 
value: 
2007 

compared 
to 2012 

Malvern 
Hills 

264,220 246,261 229,129 248,535 240,285 237,224 244,276 -£26,996 

Worcester 188,473 175,760 164,249 175,416 176,148 179,534 176,597 -£8,939 

Wychavon 249,823 247,294 218,118 248,546 239,932 232,627 239,390 -£17,196 

South 
Worcs. 

234,172 223,105 203,832 224,166 218,788 216,462 220,088 -£17,710 
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2.4 Table 6: Average Sale Prices and Number of Sales 
 

District 

2011/12 2012/13 Annual 

Change 

(Price) 
Average 

Sale Price 

Number of 

Sales 

Average 

Sale Price 

Number of 

Sales 

Malvern Hills £241,224 1,027 £232,502 1,081 -3.6% 

Worcester £177,575 1,305 £174,657 1,784 -1.6% 

Wychavon £235,989 1,503 £238,618 1,496 +1.1% 

South Worcs. £218,263 3,835 £215,259 4,361 -1.4% 

Source: Data Produced by Land Registry © Crown Copyright 2013. This data covers the 

transactions received at Land Registry in the period April 2011 to March 2013.   

Table 6 demonstrates that whilst the number of house sales throughout south 

Worcestershire increased from 2011/12 to 2012/13 by 526, house prices in south 

Worcestershire as a whole saw a drop of 1.4 per cent. However, Wychavon district 

has shown a slight increase in average sales price (1.1%), with a slightly lower 

number of sales.  

2.5 Table 7: Qualifications  

Qualifications (Jan 2012- Dec 2012) % 

LOCAL 
AUTHORITY 

No 
qualifications 

(%) 

Other 
qualifications 

NVQ1 
and 

above 

NVQ2 
and 

above 

NVQ3 
and 

above 

NVQ4 
and 

above 

Details 
No formal 

qualifications held 

Includes foreign 
qualifications and 
some professional 

qualifications 

E.g. fewer 
than 5 

GCSEs at 
grades A-C 

E.g. 5 or 
more 

GCSEs at 
grades A-C 

E.g. 2 or 
more A 
levels 

E.g. 
HND, 

Degree 

Malvern Hills 8.3 n/a 84.1 76.0 55.9 36.4 

Worcester 15.2 8.3 76.6 64.0 52.6 31.9 

Wychavon 9.7 4.8 85.5 77.8 55.7 36.0 

South Worcs. 
Average 

11.1 6.55 82.1 72.6 54.7 34.7 

Source: ONS annual population survey 
Numbers and % are for those of aged 16-64  

n/a - Sample size too small for reliable estimate  

South Worcestershire contains a fairly well educated population (table 7), with 
approximately 55 per cent of the population having obtained the equivalent of 2 or 
more A-levels. 11 per cent of the population of south Worcestershire hold no formal 
qualifications, whilst approximately 35 per cent of residents are educated to degree 
level or equivalent, outperforming the West Midlands (27.8%) and Great Britain 
(34.4%) averages in this category.   
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2.6 Table 8: Economic Activity ï Labour Supply  

Economic Activity - Labour Supply (April 2012 ï March 2013) 

LOCAL 
AUTHORITY 

Economically  
Active (%) 

In  
Employment (%) 

Unemployed (%) 

Malvern Hills 80.5 78.0 4.6 

Worcester 77.9 71.5 7.3 

Wychavon 77.2 73.5 5.1 

South Worcs. 
Average 

78.5 74.3 5.6 

Source: ONS annual population survey (% are for those aged 16-64)  

In terms of economic activity (table 8), south Worcestershire has an overall higher 
number of people in employment in comparison to the West Midlands (68.4%) and 
Great Britain totals (70.9%). South Worcestershire also has lower levels of 
unemployment in comparison to the West Midlands (8.8%) and Great Britain (7.8%). 

2.7 Table 9: Economic Activity ï Earnings by Residence  

Economic Activity - Earnings by Residence (2012) 

LOCAL AUTHORITY Gross Weekly Pay (£) 

Malvern Hills 487.4 

Worcester 499.5 

Wychavon 480.7 

South Worcs. Average  489.2 
Source: ONS annual survey of hours and earnings - resident analysis 
Note:   Median earnings in pounds for employees living in the area. 
  

Earnings by residence (table 9) are slightly higher in south Worcestershire in 
comparison to the West Midlands (£469.3) but lower than the Great Britain average 
(£508.0).  

2.8 Table 10: Total Jobseekerôs Allowance Claimants ï Out of Work Benefits  

Total JSA claimants - Out of Work Benefits (March 2013) 

LOCAL AUTHORITY All people (numbers) All people (%) 

Malvern Hills 944 2.2 

Worcester 2,267 3.5 

Wychavon 1,628 2.3 

South Worcs. 4,839 2.6 
Source: ONS claimant count with rates and proportions 
Note:  % is a proportion of resident population of area aged 16-64 and gender 

 

The total number of Jobseeker’s Allowance (JSA) claimants in south Worcestershire 

is lower than the West Midlands (4.6%) and Great Britain (3.8%) averages (table 

10).  
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SECTION THREE: HOUSING MONITORING 

 

3.1 How many dwellings were built in 2012/13? 

 

During 2012/13, south Worcestershire recorded 806 new dwellings (net), bringing 

the total number of net completions in south Worcestershire since 2006 to 5,619. 

There was a decrease of 49 dwellings (6%) on the previous monitoring year in terms 

of completions recorded. Table 11 and figure 2 below show the year on year net 

additional dwelling completions for the three authorities in south Worcestershire. 

During 2012/13, the urban areas of south Worcestershire accounted for 72 per cent 

of all housing completions.  

Table 11: Net Dwelling Completions by Year  

Net Dwelling Completions by Year 

Local  
Authority 

06/07 07/08 08/09 09/10 10/11 11/12 
Reporting 

Year 
2012/13 

2006 
to 

2013 

Malvern Hills 
 

183 299 256 222 137 229 176 1,502 

Worcester 
 

454 370 414 325 212 313 142 2,230 

Wychavon 
 

246 265 209 155 211 313 488 1,887 

South Worcs. 
 

883 934 879 702 560 855 806 5,619 

Source: Local Authority Data Monitoring  

The south Worcestershire authorities have an emerging SWDP housing requirement 

of 23,200 dwellings (net) for the plan period (2006 – 2030). Taking into account net 

completions from 2006/07, this gives a residual requirement (to date) of 17,581 

dwellings.   
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Figure 2: Dwelling Completions by Monitoring Year (net)  

Source: Local Authority Data Monitoring  

Table 12: Net Completions by Town/City and Windfalls  

Net Completions by Town/City and Windfall Proportion (Includes Demolitions) 

Settlement Type 
Net 

Completions 
in 2012/13 

% of 
Completions 
in S. Worcs. 

2012/13 

Of which  
Windfalls 
(number) 

Windfalls as a 
percentage of total 
net completions for 
Town/City/Area (%) 

Worcester  142 18% 119 84% 

Droitwich  32 4% 4 12% 

Evesham 140 17% 12 9% 

Pershore 111 14% 8 7% 

Malvern  150 19% 51 34% 

Tenbury Wells 3 <1% 3 100% 

Upton upon 
Severn  

4 <1% 4 100% 

Rural Villages & 
Countryside - 
MALVERN HILLS 

19 2% 19 100% 

Rural Villages & 
Countryside - 
WYCHAVON 

205 25% 97 47% 

South Worcs. 
Total  

806 100% 317 39% 

Source: Local Authority Data Monitoring  
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Table 12 above illustrates that completions of housing developments in 2012/13 

were well represented across the majority of south Worcestershire. This contrasts 

with 2011/12 when Worcester City was the main area of housing growth in south 

Worcestershire. A smaller proportion of development in south Worcestershire came 

from windfall completions (39% as opposed to 54% in 2011/12). This is partly 

explained by the rise in SWDP-related sites that are now coming through the 

planning process, thus increasing the number of non-windfall development sites.  

 

3.2 Use of Previously Developed Land (PDL) 

The urban emphasis of the current three adopted local plans and the emerging 

SWDP sets out the principle of maximising the use of previously developed 

(brownfield) land for new development.   

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) encourages the effective use of 

land by re-using land that has been previously developed (brownfield land), provided 

that it is not of high environmental value (NPPF’s Core Planning Principles, 

paragraph 17). A commitment to the re-use of previously developed land is also set 

out in policy SWDP13: Effective Use of Land.  

In 2012/13, 59 per cent of gross (note that Wychavon figures are net) dwelling 

completions in south Worcestershire occurred on Previously Developed Land (Table 

13). It is expected this position is likely to change in future years (figure was 63% in 

2011/12) as available brownfield sites become built out. This will increase the 

pressure on greenfield sites to deliver local housing, employment and service needs.   

Table 13: Gross Dwelling Completions on PDL and Greenfield Land   

 Local Authority 
Gross Dwelling 
Completions in 

2012/13 

Total on 
Previously 
Developed 
Land (PDL) 

% on PDL 
% on 

Greenfield* 

Malvern Hills 191 152 80% 20% 

Worcester City 148 112 76% 24% 

Wychavon 488 (net) 225 (net) 46% 54% 

South Worcs. 827 489 59% 41% 

*Includes sites that have been classified as residential garden land   

Source: Local Authority Data Monitoring  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6077/2116950.pdf
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Table 14: Gypsy and Travellers Sites (at January 2013)  

Local Authority 

Authorised 
Sites (with 
planning 

permission) 

Unauthorised Sites – 
On Gypsies Own 

Land 

Unauthorised Sites – 
Land not owned by 

Gypsies Total 

LA Private Tolerated 
Not 

Tolerated 
Tolerated 

Not 
Tolerated 

Malvern Hills 12 24 1 2 0 8 47 

Worcester 
City 

25 0 0 0 0 0 25 

Wychavon 117 184 4 0 0 0 305 

South Worcs. 154 208 5 2 0 8 377 

Source: Local Authority Data  

Local authorities carry out a count of caravans on Gypsy and Traveller sites twice a 

year, in January and July, providing a snapshot of the number of caravans on the 

day of the count (table 14). This is a vital tool in identifying need for site provision 

and in tackling unauthorised encampments and developments. 

The most recent Worcestershire Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation 

Assessment (GTAA) was undertaken in 2008. Work on an updated GTAA 

commenced in 2013. The purpose of this Assessment is to provide information on 

the accommodation needs of Gypsies and Travellers for sub-regional and district 

level planning policy to set the appropriate number, type and distribution of additional 

pitches to be provided. 

3.3 Affordable Housing Completions  

Affordable housing includes affordable rent, social rented and intermediate housing, 

provided to specified eligible households whose needs are not met by the open 

market. Affordable housing should include provisions to remain at an affordable price 

for future eligible households or for the subsidy to be recycled for alternative 

affordable housing provision. 

In the 2012/13 monitoring year, 180 affordable homes were delivered across south 

Worcestershire (Table 15). Since 2006/07, approximately 1,479 affordable dwellings 

(gross) have been built in south Worcestershire, an average of 211 dwellings per 

http://www.swdevelopmentplan.org/?page_id=441
http://www.swdevelopmentplan.org/?page_id=441


25 

South Worcestershire Authorities’ Monitoring Report 2012/13 

year. The emerging South Worcestershire Development Plan identifies an affordable 

housing requirement of 6,100 dwellings (254 per year) from 2006-2030, an element 

of which having already been met in the completions figure above.  

Table: 15 Affordable Housing Completions 2012/13 

Local 
Authority 

Affordable 
Rent 

Housing  

Social 
Rented 
Housing  

Intermediate 
Housing  

Low Cost Market 
Homes (not 

included in totals) 

Affordable 
Homes 
Total 

Malvern Hills 
 

n/a 8 0 n/a 8 

Worcester 
 

0 14 0 0 14 

Wychavon 
 

78 32 48 13 158 

South Worcs. 
 

78 54 48 13 180 

Source: Local Authority Data 

Affordable Housing Definitions  

Affordable Rented Housing is let by local authorities or private registered providers of 

social housing to households who are eligible for social rented housing. Affordable Rent is 

subject to rent controls that require a rent of no more than 80 per cent of the local market 

rent (including service charges, where applicable). 

Social Rented Housing is owned by local authorities and private registered providers (as 

defined in section 80 of the Housing and Regeneration Act 2008), for which guideline target 

rents are determined through the national rent regime. It may also be owned by other 

persons and provided under equivalent rental arrangements to the above, as agreed with the 

local authority or with the Homes and Communities Agency. 

Intermediate Housing is homes for sale and rent provided at a cost above social rent, but 

below market levels subject to the criteria in the Affordable Housing definition above. These 

can include shared equity (shared ownership and equity loans), other low cost homes for 

sale and intermediate rent, but not affordable rented housing. 

Low Cost Market Homes that do not meet the above definition of affordable housing, such 

as ‘low cost market’ housing, may not be considered as affordable housing for planning 

purposes. 

Source: NPPF Glossary 
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3.4 Five Year Housing Land Supply Updates  

 

For information relating to Five Year Housing Land Supplies, please visit the 

monitoring page on the SWDP website or go to the south Worcestershire 

authorities’ individual websites for the latest available updates.  

3.5 Housing Trajectories: Sub-Areas and Worcester City   

 

The four graphs (at April 2012 – no update was available for 2012/13) below, 

illustrate the housing trajectories for:  

 

a) Worcester City; 

b) Malvern Hills Sub-Area (this excludes WWA); 

c) Wychavon Sub-Area (this excludes WWA); and  

d) The Wider Worcester Area (WWA) This sub-area includes Worcester City and 

the Worcester Urban Extensions.  

The graphs display the forecast delivery of dwellings delivered through development, 

bringing empty homes back into use and release of C3 dwellings through 

development of C2 Extra-Care (High Care Package) housing.  

 

As well as past and forecast completions, the graphs illustrate analysis based on the 

‘plan’, (SWDP 3 – annualised provision), ‘monitor’, ‘manage’ approach.   

 

The November 2012 SWDP Housing Background Paper sets out and provides 

further detailed evidence about the housing trajectories, as at April 2012. For further 

information relating to emerging policies regarding housing, please see policy SWDP 

3, which covers the employment, housing and retail provision requirements for south 

Worcestershire over the plan period, as well as related policies SWDP 13: Effective 

Use of Land, SWDP 14: Housing Mix, SWDP15: Meeting Affordable Housing Needs 

and the proposed site allocations policies of the city, towns and villages of south 

Worcestershire (SWDP 43 to SWDP 61) in accordance with the Development 

Strategy and Settlement Hierarchy (SWDP 2). 

http://www.swdevelopmentplan.org/?page_id=256
http://www.swdevelopmentplan.org/?page_id=2213


27 

South Worcestershire Authorities’ Monitoring Report 2012/13 

a) Worcester City (Part of the Wider Worcester Area)  

 

 

Source: SWDP Housing Background Paper (2012) 

 

Monitor line ï The position above or below zero represents the amount of dwellings an 

authority is ahead or behind their cumulative allocation at any time. 

 

Managed Delivery Target - In terms of housing numbers, it is the amount that remains to be 

completed to achieve the overall target annually for each year of the number of years of the 

plan period remaining. 
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b) Malvern Hills Sub-Area (Excludes WWA) 

 

 

Source: SWDP Housing Background Paper (2012) 

 

Monitor line ï The position above or below zero represents the amount of dwellings an 

authority is ahead or behind their cumulative allocation at any time. 

 

Managed Delivery Target - In terms of housing numbers, it is the amount that remains to be 

completed to achieve the overall target annually for each year of the number of years of the 

plan period remaining. 
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c) Wychavon Sub-Area (Excludes WWA) 

 

 

Source: SWDP Housing Background Paper (2012) 

 

Monitor line ï The position above or below zero represents the amount of dwellings an 

authority is ahead or behind their cumulative allocation at any time. 

 

Managed Delivery Target - In terms of housing numbers, it is the amount that remains to be 

completed to achieve the overall target annually for each year of the number of years of the 

plan period remaining. 
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d) Wider Worcester Area (WWA Sub-Area)  

 

 

Source: SWDP Housing Background Paper (2012) 

 

Monitor line ï The position above or below zero represents the amount of dwellings an 

authority is ahead or behind their cumulative allocation at any time. 

 

Managed Delivery Target - In terms of housing numbers, it is the amount that remains to be 

completed to achieve the overall target annually for each year of the number of years of the 

plan period remaining. 
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SECTION FOUR: EMPLOYMENT LAND AND ECONOMIC GROWTH    

 

4.1 Economic Profile of South Worcestershire  

The quality of the south Worcestershire natural and built heritage is an important 

characteristic of the area and helps to attract and retain business investment. South 

Worcestershire has good access to large areas of England and Wales with three 

junctions on the M5 within the area and the M42 and M50 immediately adjacent. 

Birmingham International Airport is approximately forty to fifty minutes drive time 

away from Worcester and there are direct rail services to London, Birmingham and 

Hereford. There are however, no direct rail services to South Wales and limited 

services the South West (Bristol). 

As of 2012, there are approximately 121,000 employee jobs in south 

Worcestershire2, down from 127,200 jobs in 2008. This consists of 51,100 in 

Worcester, 45,600 in Wychavon and 24,300 in Malvern Hills. Around 82 per cent of 

these jobs are based in the services industry, whereas approximately 13 per cent of 

the jobs are in the manufacturing industry.  

Economic growth in south Worcestershire has been historically driven by locally 

based businesses. There is a cluster of defence related high technology businesses 

at Malvern. Food production and distribution is an important element of the 

Wychavon economy with high growth prospects
 

and Worcester retains a significant 

level of manufacturing, including Worcester Bosch, Yamazaki Mazak UK Ltd 

(machine tools) and Joy Mining. 20 per cent of the workforce however, is employed 

in vulnerable sectors3. 

The lack of a single dominant employment sector and the significant proportion of 

people working in the public sector (26%)4 has provided a degree of resilience to 

previous external economic shocks. The current public sector spending cuts and the 

Government’s commitment to reducing public sector borrowing means that the size 

                                                           
2
 ONS annual business inquiry employee analysis – Employee Jobs (2012) NOMIS web 

3
 Worcestershire County Economic Assessment (2010-2011) 

4
 Worcestershire County Economic Assessment (2010-2011) 
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of the public sector workforce in south Worcestershire is now considered a threat to 

future economic growth. Eighty Worcestershire businesses (excluding national 

chains) employ just under half the private sector workforce. For further information, 

please see the South Worcestershire Development Plan Economic Prosperity 

Background Paper (2012). 

 

4.2 Employment by Industry  

The dominant sectors in Worcestershire in terms of employment are Manufacturing, 

Health, Retail and Education. Manufacturing is a key part of the Worcestershire 

economy. Despite the diversification witnessed over the last decade, the sector still 

employs almost 16 per cent of the workforce and makes up 8 per cent of the 

county’s businesses (Worcestershire County Economic Assessment 2010-2011). 

The Health sector accounts for almost 16 per cent of the workforce of Worcester 

City. Malvern Hills has the largest proportion employed in Professional, scientific and 

technical roles at over 11 per cent, some 5.5 percentage points higher than the 

county average. Malvern Hills District also has the greatest proportion of 

manufacturing employees employed in high-technology manufacturing at 19 per 

cent, as well the greatest level of employees employed in low technology. 

For further information, please see the Worcestershire County Economic 

Assessment 2010-2011. 

 

4.3 Worcestershire Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) 

In June 2010 the coalition government announced the abolition of the English 

Regional Development Agencies (RDAs). Some of their functions were replaced by 

Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs), one of which is the Worcestershire LEP and 

includes the three districts of south Worcestershire. Although LEPs do not have 

dedicated budgets they are able to bid for money from a number of sources such as 

the Government’s Regional Growth Fund and the European Regional Development 

Fund. LEPs need to demonstrate a strong local emphasis and be driven by 

partnerships between businesses and local authorities.  The Worcestershire LEP 

website provides the latest news and progress updates.  

http://www.swdevelopmentplan.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/EPBP_Nov2012.pdf
http://www.swdevelopmentplan.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/EPBP_Nov2012.pdf
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/cms/pdf/Worcestershire_County_Economic_Assessment_2010_11_final2.pdf
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/cms/pdf/Worcestershire_County_Economic_Assessment_2010_11_final2.pdf
http://www.worcestershirelep.org/default.aspx
http://www.worcestershirelep.org/default.aspx
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4.4 Employment Land Completions in 2012/13 

During the monitoring year 2012/13, 7.09 hectares of gross employment land (B1, 

B2 and B8 use classes) was completed in south Worcestershire. Development of a 

suitable portfolio of employment sites is considered vital to the economic prosperity 

of south Worcestershire. For example, the Worcester Technology Park at junction 6 

of the M5 is a strategic sub-regional employment site with the potential to attract new 

inward investment and new jobs over the next twenty years. The SWDP recognises 

the importance of this site in delivering new jobs in the south Worcestershire area. 

Tables 17 to 20 below provide a data summary of the employment land position in 

south Worcestershire. For further information, please see policy SWDP 3, which 

covers the employment, housing and retail provision requirements for south 

Worcestershire over the plan period, as well as related policies SWDP 8: Providing 

the Right Land and Building for Jobs and SWDP 12: Rural Employment.  

TABLE 17: EMPLOYMENT LAND COMPLETIONS 2012/13 

Local Authority5 B1  (m²) B2 (m²) B8 (m²) 
Mixed 
B (m²) 

Total 
(m²) 

Malvern Hills 

Gross 0 100 1,900 0 
2,000 

 

Net 0 70 1,328 0 
1,398 

 

Worcester City6 

Gross 1,000 1,000 0 2,000 
4,000 

 

Net 2,283 420 0 1,296 
3,999 

 

Wychavon 

Gross 07 43,570 6,600 14,810 
64,980 

 

Net 576 5,051 2,275 0 
7,902 

 

South Worcs. 

Gross 1,000 44,670 8,500 16,810 
70,980 

 

Net 2,859 5,541 3,603 1,296 
13,299 

 

Source: Local Authority Monitoring 

                                                           
5
 Malvern Hills figures exclude any sites where there was a loss of B-Class uses. Wychavon Figures 

are ‘RELS’ applicable sites only (i.e. sites of 0.4 ha or more). 

6
 Worcester City have a track record of net B1 offices being larger net than gross (if gross is the site 

area) due to multi storey development on very small sites. 

7
  It was not possible to break down the gross m

2
 for some applications in Wychavon so these have 

been included as mixed B use. 
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TABLE 18: EMPLOYMENT FLOORSPACE ON PDL 2012/13 

Local Authority  B1 (m²)/% B2 (m²)/% 
B8 

(m²)/% 
B Mix 
(m²)/% 

Total 
(m²)/% 

Malvern Hills 

Gross Comps 
(All Sites) 

0 100 1,900 0 
2,000 

 

% On Previously 
Developed Land 

0 100 100 0 
100 

 

Worcester City 

Gross Comps 
(All Sites) 

1,000 1,000 0 2,000 
4,000 

 

% On Previously 
Developed Land 

100 100 0 100 
100 

 

Wychavon 

Gross Comps 
(All Sites) 

0 43,570 6,600 14,810 
64,980 

 

% On Previously 
Developed Land 

0 100 0 100 
90 

 

South Worcs. 

Gross Comps 
(All Sites) 

1,000 44,670 8,500 16,810 
70,980 

 
% On Previously 
Developed Land 

100 100 22 100 
91 

Source: Local Authority Monitoring 

 

TABLE 19: EMPLOYMENT LAND AVAILABLE ï BY TYPE 2012/13 

Local  Authority8 B1 (ha) B2 (ha) B1/B2 (ha) 
B8 
(ha) 

Mixed 
B (ha) 

Total 
(ha) 

Malvern Hills 6.10 2.26 0 0.10 2.99 
11.45 

 

Worcester City 29.5 1 0 0 8.4 
38.9 

 

Wychavon 4.95 1.6 0 5.96 41.37 
53.88 

 

South Worcs. 40.55 4.86 0 6.06 52.76 
104.23 

 
Source: Local Authority Monitoring 

As at April 2013, over 100 hectares of employment land (excluding emerging SWDP 

allocations) is currently available throughout south Worcestershire, with Wychavon 

district holding approximately 52 per cent of the stock. During 2012/13, 91 per cent 

of additional gross employment floorspace was developed on Previously Developed 

Land in south Worcestershire. 

 

                                                           
8
 Malvern Hills and Worcester City figures do not include the SWDP proposed allocations. Wychavon 

Figures are RELS sites only (i.e. sites of 0.4 ha or more) and also excludes SWDP proposed 

allocations. 
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Table 20: South Worcestershire Employment Land Position at April 2013 

Employment Land Position at April 20139 

Employment Land 
Position at April 2013 

Malvern 
Hills 

Worcester 
City10 

Wychavon 

Emerging SWDP 
Requirement 2006-2030 

40 80 120  

Gross Completions 
2006-2013 (ha) 

12.50 33.51 45.24 

Gross Commitments at 
April 2013 (ha) 

11.45 25.35 53.88 

UNDER 
CONSTRUCTION (ha) 

0.06 0 35.23 

OUTSTANDING (ha) 11.39 0 18.63 

Residual Balance 

- 58.07 ha 
Completions (91.25 ha) + 
Commitments  (90.68ha) 
- SWDP requirement 
(240 ha) 

Local Plans - Outstanding Employment Allocations 

Malvern Hills 0 ha (QinetiQ in SWDP Allocations) 

Worcester City 4 ha 

Wychavon 14.45 ha 

South Worcs Total  18.45 ha 

SWDP Proposed Allocations11 

Malvern Hills 19 ha 

Worcester City 41.2 

Wychavon 33.5 ha 

South Worcs Total  93.7 ha 

Potential Supply 

  
Potential Surplus of  

54.08 ha 

Residual Balance           
(-58.07)+ Outstanding 
Local Plan Sites (18.45 
ha) + Proposed SWDP 
Allocations (93.7 ha) 
 

For further information relating to employment land, please see the monitoring 
page on the SWDP website or alternatively go to the individual webpages of the 
three local authorities.  

                                                           
9
 Excludes the Wider Worcester Area Requirement (40 hectares)  

10
 RELS sites only, i.e. above 0.4 hectares 

11
 Position at January 2013 - Proposed Submission SWDP 

http://www.swdevelopmentplan.org/?page_id=256
http://www.swdevelopmentplan.org/?page_id=256
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SECTION FIVE: RETAIL AND TOWN CENTRES     

 

5.1 Retail Completions  

There has been limited town centre development during the 2012/13 monitoring 

period, with Wychavon the only district to record any development. This may reflect 

the economic conditions retailers and other town centres businesses are currently 

enduring. Malvern Hills and Worcester City did not record any new retail floorspace 

in town centres in 2012/13. Table 21 below provides a summary of development by 

Use Class. No size threshold has been applied.   

Table 21: Total Amount of Floorspace Developed for Town Centre Uses  

City / Town 
A1 

(m²) 
A2 

(m²) 
A3 

(m²) 
Mixed 
A (m²) 

B1a 
(m²)12 

D2 
(m²) 

Total 
(m²) 

Worcester 
City 

Gross 0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 
 

Net 0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 
 

Droitwich 
Gross 940 0 0 0 0 0 

940 
 

Net 291 0 0 0 0 0 
291 

 

Evesham 
Gross 80 100 0 0 0 0 

180 
 

Net 60 40 0 0 0 0 
100 

 

Pershore 
Gross 60 0 0 0 0 0 

60 
 

Net 36 0 0 0 0 0 
36 
 

Malvern13 
Gross 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Net 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Tenbury 
Wells 

Gross 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Net 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Upton upon 
Severn 

Gross 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Net 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

South 
Worcs. 

Gross 1,080 100 0 0 0 0 1,180 

Net 387 40 0 0 0 0 427 

 

                                                           
12

 Wychavon B1a figures recorded under B1 use in employment land section. 

13
 Malvern Hills data excludes any losses or change of use gains of the use classes set out in the 

table.   
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Table 22: Rateable Values (Valuation Office)  

Local 
Authority 

2005 2010 

Numbers 

Total 
Rateable 

Value 
(millions) 

Average 
Rateable 

Value 
Numbers 

Total 
Rateable 

Value 
(millions) 

Average 
Rateable 

Value 

Malvern Hills 2,620 £35,426 £13,500 2,650 £43,293 £16,400 

Worcester 
City 

3,100 £86,235 £27,900 3,080 £99,693 £32,400 

Wychavon  4,400 £81,831 £18,600 4,440 £99,148 £22,400 

South Worcs. 10,120 £203,492 £20,000 10,170 £242,134 £23,733 

Rateable value represents the open market annual rental value of a business/ non-
domestic property. This means the rent the property might reasonably be let for on 
the valuation date, if it was being offered on the open market. The rateable value is 
used by councils when calculating local business rates. The 2010 data release is the 
latest information available. The next update is scheduled for 2015.  

Table 23: Retail Floorspace m2 (Experimental Statistics - Valuation Office)* 

Local Authority 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 

Malvern Hills 108,000 106,000 104,000 109,000 110,000 109,000 110,000 

Worcester 

City 
297,000 292,000 284,000 286,000 296,000 294,000 295,000 

Wychavon 196,000 203,000 199,000 207,000 209,000 210,000 212,000 

South Worcs. 601,000 601,000 587,000 602,000 615,000 613,000 617,000 

*Data derives from properties liable for business rates 

Source: Experimental Statistics VOA  

Whilst there is no clear information available on the exact geographical locations of 
the units measured in compiling this retail floorspace data, table 23 above provides 
a broad snapshot of the retail floorspace through the monitoring years, and that 
which is currently available for, and in, operation throughout South Worcestershire’s 
three local authorities. There is no update available for 2012/13.   

For further information, please see policy SWDP 3, which covers the employment, 
housing and retail provision requirements for south Worcestershire over the plan 
period, as well as related policies SWDP 9: Creating and Sustaining Vibrant Centres 
and SWDP 10: Protection and Promotion of Shopping Choice.  

 



38 

South Worcestershire Authorities’ Monitoring Report 2012/13 

Table 24: Vacancy Rates in Town Centres  

Local Authority  
City / Town 

Approx. 
Number of 

Units in 
Town/City  
Centre14 

Number 
of 

Vacant 
Units 

Percentage 
of 

Vacancies  

Last survey 
 date 

Use 
Classes 
included 
 in the 

survey15  

Worcester City 561 74 13 April 2013 
A1-A5, D2, 
Sui Generis 

Droitwich 182 25 14% 
September 

2013 

A1-A5, C1, 
C3, D1, D2, 
Sui Generis 

Evesham 336 52 15% June 2012 
A1-A5, C1, 
C3, D1, D2, 
Sui Generis 

Pershore 128 13 10% 
September 

2013 

A1-A5, C1, 
C3, D1, D2, 
Sui Generis 

Malvern 295 13 4% June 2013 
A1-A5, C1, 
C3, D1, D2, 
Sui Generis 

Tenbury Wells 83 4 5% June 2013 
A1-A5, C1, 
C3, D1, D2, 
Sui Generis 

Upton upon 
Severn 

83 6 7% June 2013 
A1-A5, C1, 
C3, D1, D2, 
Sui Generis 

South Worcs. 1,668 187 11% 
See Dates 

Above 

A1-A5, C1, 
C3, D1, D2, 
Sui Generis 

 

Table 24 above provides the results of the vacancy rate surveys taken closest to the 

2012/13 monitoring period. Approximately 11 per cent of the Primary and Secondary 

Frontages surveyed in the main town and city centres of south Worcestershire were 

classed as vacant (Evesham’s last survey date remains at June 2012). Future 

updates will analyse how the vacancy rates change over time. For more detailed 

information and evidence base studies on Town Centres and Retail Monitoring in 

South Worcestershire, please go to the SWDP Evidence Base Webpage on Retail.   

                                                           
14

 All units surveyed consist of those located in the Primary and Secondary Frontages of the town 

centres. The ‘Malvern’ entry is a combination of the Malvern Town, Malvern Link and Barnard’s Green 

retail centres. 

15
 Survey results may vary between the three authorities depending on which use classes are 

included in each respective survey. 

http://www.swdevelopmentplan.org/?page_id=82
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SECTION SIX: ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY    

 

6.1 Flood Risk in South Worcestershire  

The effective management of water and flood risk in south Worcestershire is 

considered critical in the pursuit of sustainable development and communities (see 

policy SWDP 28: Management of Flood Risk and SWDP 29: Sustainable Drainage 

Systems). The impacts of flooding can be avoided and reduced through good 

planning and management. The south Worcestershire Authorities have to consult the 

Environment Agency on development proposals at risk from flooding before a 

decision can be made. Table 25 below outlines initial objections from the 

Environment Agency to planning applications on flood risk and water quality grounds 

in 2012/13, followed by the outcome.  

Table 25: Flood Risk ï Initial objections to planning applications on flood risk 

and water quality grounds 2012/13 

LOCAL 
AUTHORITY 

Application Type 

Reason for EA 
Objection (state 

Flood risk or water 
quality)  

Outcome 

 
 
 

Malvern Hills 
 
 
 
 

12/00698/FUL 
Conversion of Old Cider 

House to three self contained 
dwellings 

Risk to life and / or property 

Approved – 
Acceptable Flood 

Risk 
Management 

Plan submitted  

12/00995/FUL Erection of one live/work unit 

Unsatisfactory FRA/FCA 

Submitted 

Approved – 
elevated ground 
floor to minimise 

flood risk 

12/01599/FUL 

Conversion and refurbishment 
of a redundant Coach House 

to provide living 
accommodation 

Unsatisfactory FRA/FCA 

Submitted Withdrawn  

13/00044/OUT 
Outline Planning Permission 

for 45 dwellings 

Unsatisfactory FRA/FCA 

Submitted Withdrawn  

13/00127/OUT 

Outline application for a 
residential development of up 

to 106 houses 
 

Unsatisfactory FRA/FCA 

Submitted Withdrawn 

 
Worcester 

City 
 

P12D0129 
Proposed temporary change of 
use of ground floor to D1 from 

A1. 

Surface Water - FRA/FCA 
unsatisfactory 

Approved 
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Wychavon 

 
 
 
 

W/12/00527/COU 

Change of use from bakery to 

dwelling and erection of 

boundary wall to rear garden 

Unsatisfactory FRA/FCA 

Submitted 
Refused 

W/12/00549/CU 

Change of use of one existing 

mooring at a marina, to a 

residential mooring for security 

PPS25/TAN15 - Request 

for FRA/FCA 
Withdrawn 

W/12/00792/PN 

Conversion and renovation of 

existing building to create 1 

shop unit and 3 new 1 

bedroom flats and construction 

of 2 new single storey units in 

the rear garden 

Unsatisfactory FRA/FCA 

Submitted 
Approved 

W/12/00927/PN Erection of three polytunnels 

Surface Water - FRA/FCA 

unsatisfactory and 

Sequential Test not 

adequately demonstrated 

Refused 

W/12/01001/PN 
Construction of six terraced 

four-storey dwellings 

Unsatisfactory FRA/FCA 

Submitted 
Refused 

W/12/01214/CU 

Conversion of office to self 

contained flat and extension to 

form office on ground floor. 

Unsatisfactory FRA/FCA 

Submitted 
Approved 

W/12/01608/PN 
Construction of a pair of semi 

detached houses 

Unsatisfactory FRA/FCA 

Submitted 
Approved 

W/12/02361/PN 

Installation of 22 linear meters 

of M11 galvanised sheet piling, 

together with back 

filling/stabilisation to form new 

turf covered garden mooring. 

Development next to a 

watercourse/flood defence 
Withdrawn 

W/12/02817/PN Erection of 13 dwellings 
Unsatisfactory FRA/FCA 

Submitted 
Approved 

W/13/00022/CU 

Change of use of site to 

facilitate holiday let log cabin 

(replacing mobile home) and 

conversion of barge to land 

based holiday chalet. 

No sequential test Approved 

W/13/00195/PN 

Erection of new glasshouse 

and polytunnels. Extension to 

existing glasshouse. 

PPS25/TAN15 - Request 

for FRA/FCA 
Approved 

Source: Environment Agency  
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6.2 Natural Environment Updates  

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) are wildlife or geological sites of national 
importance. SSSIs are key to the conservation of some of south Worcestershire’s 
most valued biodiversity. It is therefore essential that they meet their conservation 
objectives and that we have information on their condition, as a measure of the wider 
biodiversity of the area. Table 26 below provides information on the condition of 
SSSIs in south Worcestershire at April 2012, while table 27 provides summary 
information regarding south Worcestershire’s Areas of Biodiversity Importance.  

Table 26: Condition of SSSIs in South Worcestershire (at April 2012) 

Condition of SSSIs in South Worcestershire (at April 2012) 

Local 
Authority 

Total 
Number of 

SSSIs 

Favourable 
/Unfavourable  
Recovering % 

Unfavourable  
No Change 

% 

Unfavourable 
 Declining % 

Destroyed % 

Malvern Hills 42 99.3 0 0.7 0 

Wychavon 32 96.6 3.4 0 0 

Worcester 2 100 0 0 0 

Source: Natural England/Worcester Partnership   

Table 27 below is the combined total of all Special Wildlife Sites (SWS), Sites of 
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), Local Nature Reserves (LNRs), Areas of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) and Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) sites 
(ha) across the three local authorities of south Worcestershire. Local level 
partnership working is key in helping to protect and manage biodiversity. The SWDP 
contains policies that seek to protect and enhance areas of biodiversity and 
geodiversity (SWDP 22), both in situ and in new developments, as well as related 
policies on the AONB (SWDP 23), landscape character (SWDP 25) and green 
infrastructure (SWDP 5). Worcestershire County also has an established Local 
Nature Partnership (a commitment of the Natural Environment Whiter Paper 2011) in 
order to help local communities and organisations to bring about improvements in 
their local natural environment.  

Table 27: Areas of Biodiversity Importance  

Areas of Biodiversity Importance 

Local  Authority Total (ha) 

Malvern Hills 7,296 

Worcester 186 

Wychavon 7,605 

South Worcs. 15,087 

Source: Local Authority Data 
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6.3 Listed Buildings and Buildings at Risk  

The Heritage at Risk Programme (HAR) was launched in 2008 by English Heritage 
as a way of understanding the overall state of England's historic sites. In particular, 
the programme identifies those sites that are most at risk of being lost as a result of 
neglect, decay or inappropriate development. According to table 28 below, on 
average, less than 1 per cent of all listed buildings in south Worcestershire are 
classified as ‘at risk’. Policy SWDP 24 covers details relating to the management of 
the historic environemnt across south Worcestershire. 

Table 28: Listed Building Stock and Buildings at Risk  

Local  Authority 

Number of Listed Buildings 
and % 

Number of Listed Buildings 
at Risk and % 

Total Number 
of Listed 
Buildings 

% of  
Listed 

Buildings 

Total Number 
of Listed 

Buildings at 
Risk* 

% of  
Listed 

Buildings at 
Risk 

Malvern Hills 1,866 37% 4 
0.21 

 

Worcester 703 14% 36 5.12 

Wychavon 2,445 49% 7 
0.29 

 

South Worcs 5,014 100% 47 
0.94 

 
Source: English Heritage - Heritage at Risk Register and Local Authority Data 

*Includes Scheduled Ancient Monuments 

 

6.4 Renewable Energy Generation  

Renewable energy can be defined as energy generated from natural resources, such 

as sunlight, wind, rain, tides and geothermal heat, which are renewable (naturally 

replenished). For the purposes of this AMR, table 29 below has split south 

Worcestershire’s renewable energy developments into four types – solar 

photovoltaic, air/ground source heat pumps, wind, and biomass developments (from 

plant or animal matter). Please note that due to Permitted Development Rights, 

some renewable energy developments may not have been included in the 

monitoring table.  

 

 

 

http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/caring/heritage-at-risk/types/
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Table 29: Renewable Energy Applications Approved in 2012/13 

Renewable Energy Applications Approved 

Local  
Authority 

Renewable Energy 
Generation 

Number of 
Applications 

Approved 

Permitted/Completed 
Installed Capacity in 

Kw/Mw  

Malvern Hills 

Solar/Photovoltaic 
4 Applications 

(93 panels) 

Approx. 20.08 Kilowatts 
or 0.02008 Megawatts 

(Permitted)  

Air/Ground Source 
2 Applications  

(7 units) 

Approx. 31.1 Kilowatts 
or 0.0311 Megawatts 

(Permitted) 

Wind 0 n/a 

Biomass 

3 Applications 
approved 
(Biomass 
Boilers, 2 

domestic, 1 
industrial)  

n/a 

Worcester 

Solar/Photovoltaic 
1 Application 

(units unknown) 

Approx. 32 Kilowatts or 
0.032 Megawatts 

(Permitted) 

Air/Ground Source 0 n/a 

Wind 0 n/a 

Biomass 0 n/a 

Wychavon 

Solar/Photovoltaic 
17 Applications 

approved 

In excess of 57 

Kilowatts or 0.057 

Megawatts (Permitted) 

2 of the 17 applications 
will generate 

approximately 8,654 
Kilowatts or 8.654 

Megawatts of energy 

Air/Ground Source 0 n/a  

Wind 0 n/a  

Biomass 
1 Anaerobic 

Digester 
approved  

1.5 MW (Permitted) 

Source: Local Authority Monitoring  

For further information relating to Renewable and Low Carbon Energy, please refer 
to policy SWDP 27.  
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SECTION SEVEN: PLANNNING OBLIGATIONS      

 
Planning obligations under Section 106 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as 
amended), are a mechanism which make a development proposal acceptable in planning 
terms, that would not otherwise be acceptable. They are focused on site specific mitigation 
of the impact of development. Tables 30 and 31 below outline the planning obligations 
agreed and spent by the three south Worcestershire councils in 2012/13. 
 
Table 30 ï Planning Obligations (S106) Agreed in 2012/13  
 

Planning Obligations (S106) agreed 2012/13 

Local 
Authority 

Contribution Type 
(Collated agreements of multiple planning applications) 

Amount (£) 

Malvern Hills 

Recreational and Public Open Space £287,935 

Education (to Worcestershire County Council) 
 

£96,318 

Recycling Contributions £7,010 

Sustainable/Community Transport  £129,372 

Remedial Measures (Tenbury Tesco Site) £20,000 

Malvern Hills 
Sub-Total 

TOTAL  £540,635 

Worcester 
City 

Transport (to Worcestershire County Council)  £742,036 

Education (to Worcestershire County Council) £480,581 

Open Space £139,730 

Worcester 
City Sub-Total 

TOTAL £1,362,347 

Wychavon 

Public Open Space*  £509,306 

Education (to Worcestershire County Council)* £426,767 

Worcester Transport Strategy £1,564,146 

Highways/Public Transport/Feasibility Study £464,475 

Adult/Youth Space/Village Hall* £62,220 

Public Art/Culture* £17,125 

Recycling* £14,479 

Sport/Leisure Facilities*  £1,227,304 

Cycling* £91,401 

Affordable Housing** £106,992 

Wychavon 
Sub-Total  

TOTAL: (Approx.)  
(All Contributions are subject to + RPI where applicable) 

£4,484,215 

South Worcs. 
Total  

TOTAL (Approx.)  £6,387,197 

Source: Local Authority Monitoring  

RPI – Retail Price Index  

*Plus additional contributions for planning applications where agreement is per dwelling. 

**Affordable housing units are also delivered onsite as part of an agreed condition or policy requirement and 
are therefore not always represented by a developer contribution. 
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Table 31 ï Planning Obligations (S106) Spent in 2012/13 

Planning Obligations (S106) Spent in 2012/13 

 Local 
Authority  

Planning 
Application 

Site Address 
Contribution 

Spent (£) 
Spent on  

Malvern Hills 

04/00182/OUT 
North Site, Leigh Sinton 

Road, Malvern 
£15,000 

Malvern Vale 
Community 

Development Worker 
 

07/00573/FUL 
Coppice Close, Hallow 

£21,007 

Hallow Public Open 

Space Grant - 

Hollybank Recreation 

Facility 

06/01719/FUL 
Oakleigh Garage, Hallow 

£31,710.86 

Payment of Public 

Open Space Grant 

awarded as a 

contribution to 

Hollybank Recreation 

Facilities project 

Capital Grant 
Sling Lane, Malvern 

£56,056 (net 

spend) 

Sling Lane Capital 

Grant  

Malvern Hills 
Sub-Total 

£123,773.86 (net spend) 

Worcester 

P96K0046 Land at St Peter the Great £20,149 St Peters Cycle Way 

P05L0031 Land off St Peters Drive £4,851 
Signage and Bus 

Shelter 

P03M0499 
Sandwell House, 

Foregate Street 
£9,600 Strategic Housing 

P08D0696 Woodside, Larkhill Road £5,000 Not known 

P91C0546 Wainwright Road £5,000 

Maintenance of 

Offerton Lane Nature 

Reserve 

P05A0463 Goodrest Walk £5,000 
Maintenance of 

Open Space 

P89C0532 Hernon Homes, Warndon £44,040 

Maintenance of 

Warndon Local 

Centre 

Worcester 
Sub-Total 

£93,640 

 
 

Wychavon 
 

W/01/00304/OU  

& 

W/02/00215/CU 

Willmott Factory Sites, 

Conduit Hill, Evesham 

 

£5,687.35 
Off Site Public Open 

Space 



46 

South Worcestershire Authorities’ Monitoring Report 2012/13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wychavon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W/03/00708/PN 
Bredon Motor Co., Main 

Road, Bredon 
£18,225 Education  

W/03/02005/CU 
Woodrow Farm, Hanbury 

Road, Hanbury 
£1,676.39 

Improved Car Park 

Surface 

W/04/01534/CU 
Fairwater Nursing Home, 

Coopers Lane, Evesham 
£3,000 

Off Site Public Open 

Space 

W/06/00686/PN 

The Nursery, Coopers 

Lane, Evesham, WR11 

1DA 

£1,153.92 Recycling 

W/06/00031/PN 

Mandeville, Main Street, 

Evesham Road, 

Harvington 

£13,991.13 Recycling 

W/06/00031/PN 

Mandeville, Main Street, 

Evesham Road, 

Harvington 

£645.50 Cycling 

W/05/01353/PN 

Land & Buildings on 

Kidderminster Road, 

Droitwich 

£5,824 

High Street 

Improvement 

Contribution 

W/06/00099/PN 
The Bungalow, 63 Head 

Street, Pershore 
£250 Cycling  

W/06/01490/CU 

Land known as New Road 

Hampton Evesham 

Worcester 

£819.09 Cycling 

W/06/00916/PN 

Land known as Chase 

Heating at Head Street, 

Pershore 

£3,461 (Sent to 

WCC) 
Cycling 

W/06/01293/PN 
Land adj. 14 Apple Tree 

Road, Pershore 

£1,200 (Sent to 

WCC) 
Cycling 

W/06/01520/PN 
Shirlholme, Alcester 

Road, Harvington 
£2,968 

Off Site Public Open 

Space 

W/07/00945/CU 

Site of Former Childrens 

Home, Peewit Road, 

Evesham 

£5,000 Bus Shelter 

W/08/00782/OU 

20 Fulbert Road, 

Pershore, Worcestershire, 

WR10 1LN 

£100 Cycling 

W/09/02564 

Land between Primrose 

Cottage and Hill View, 

Tewkesbury Road, 

Eckington 

£1,745.70 Recycling 
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Wychavon 

W/11/02666/PN 
Land at Hanbury Road 

Droitwich 
£20, 208.42 

Off-Site POS/Canal 

Contribution 

W/07/00744/CU 

Wharfavon Park West 

Side, North Littleton, 

Evesham, WR11 8QP 

and Old Farm, East Side, 

North Littleton, Evesham, 

Worcestershire WR11 

8QW 

£10,777 
Off Site Public Open 

Space 

W/07/02714/CU 
31 Ombersley Street East 

Droitwich Spa 
£9,294 

Off Site Public Open 

Space  

W/08/02151/OU 
47 Lyttleton Road, 

Droitwich 
£13,706 

Off Site Public Open 

Space  

W/08/02612/PN 

Land off Cornmill, Elmley 

Castle, Pershore, WR10 

3JQ 

£600 Cycling 

W/08/02646/PN 

Pershore College, Avon 

Bank, Pershore, 

Worcestershire, 

£600 Cycling 

W/10/00154/PN 
Land south of Blenheim 

Drive Bredon 
£2,634 

Off Site Public Open 

Space 

W/10/02127/PN 

Land off Three Springs 

Road, Pershore, 

Worcestershire   

£777.18 Recycling 

Wychavon 
Sub-Total 

£124,343.68 

South 
Worcs. Total 

£341,757.54 

Source: Local Authority Monitoring  

Please note that the three Local Authorities also hold information on S106 Monies 

received (i.e. following the agreement). 

Policy SWDP 62: Implementation provides further information regarding how the 

successful delivery of new development up to 2030 will be met in line with the vision 

and objectives of the SWDP. Planning obligations, as one component of the 

implementation strategy, will continue to be sought in order to provide funding to 

mitigate negative impacts relating to specific developments. Additionally, the 

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) will need to compliment and not duplicate 

planning obligations that can be more appropriately secured by S106 agreements.  
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SECTION EIGHT: SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS  

 

A brief summary of the content of the 2012/13 AMR highlights the following key 

acheivements, outcomes and projections: 

Snapshots of south Worcestershire 

¶ The population of south Worcestershire is estimated to grow by 26,800 people 

from 2011 to 2030. 

¶ The average house price in south Worcestershire in 2012 (3rd Quarter) fell by 

approximately £17,710 when compared to the average price in 2007. 

¶ South Worcestershire contains a fairly well educated population, with 

approximately 55 per cent of the population having obtained the equivalent of 

2 or more A-levels. 

¶ The total number of Jobseeker’s Allowance (JSA) claimants in south 

Worcestershire (2.6% at March 2013) was lower than the West Midlands 

(4.6%) and Great Britain (3.8%) averages. 

Housing 

¶ 806 dwellings (net) were completed across south Worcestershire, of which 

180 dwellings were affordable. 

¶ Of the 806 net completions, 39 per cent were recorded as windfall 

completions.  

¶ 59 per cent of gross dwelling completions (Wychavon figures used are net) in 

south Worcestershire occurred on Previously Developed Land. 

Employment Land and Retail  

¶ 7.09 hectares of gross employment land (B1, B2 and B8 use classes) was 

completed across south Worcestershire. 

¶ 91 per cent of additional gross employment floorspace was developed on 

Previously Developed Land in south Worcestershire. 
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¶ Approximately 0.04 hectares of floorspace (net) was developed for Town 

Centre Uses throughout south Worcestershire. 

¶ Only 11 per cent of all Primary and Secondary frontages surveyed in south 

Worcestershire were recorded as vacant. 

Natural and Historic Environment 

¶ 9 planning applications were approved that the Environment Agency flagged 

up with initial objections on flood risk and water quality grounds but contained 

acceptable mitigation measures to reduce the risk of flooding; 

¶ On average, less than 1 per cent of all listed buildings in south Worcestershire 

are classified as ‘at risk’. 

Renewable Energy 

¶ Approximately 22 planning applications were approved for solar and 

photovoltaic panels in south Worcestershire (exact quantity unknown). This 

excludes any additional panels installed under permitted development rights.  

Planning Obligations 

¶ Approximately £341,757 in section 106 contributions has been spent on 

community and infrastructure facilities throughout south Worcestershire in 

2012/13, with approximately £6,387,197 in section 106 contributions secured 

(a proportion of which goes direct to Worcestershire County Council, e.g. 

education and transport contributions).  

Next Steps 

Once the SWDP has been formally adopted, the SWDP policy monitoring framework 

will be set up and monitoried in future editions of the AMR in order to track SWDP 

policy performance and effectiveness in their implementation. The three south 

Worcestershire authorities remain committed to working together to provide effective 

monitoring information and this will be reflected in future editions of the AMR. 
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Further Information  

 

 

 

Worcester City Council 

Planning Policy 

Orchard House 

Farrier Street  

Worcester 

WR1 3BB 

Telephone: 01905 722233 

Email: planning@worcester.gov.uk 

  

 

 

 

Wychavon District Council 

Planning Policy 

Civic Centre 

Queen Elizabeth Drive 

Pershore 

Worcestershire 

WR10 1PT 

Telephone: 01386 565565 

Email: Policy.Plans@wychavon.gov.uk 

 

 

 

 

Malvern Hills District Council 

Development Plans and Conservation 

The Council House 

Avenue Road 

Malvern 

Worcestershire 

WR14 3AF 

Telephone: 01684 862151 

Email: developmentplans@malvernhills.gov.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

South Worcestershire Development Plan 

Email: contact@swdevelopmentplan.org 

Website: www.swdevelopmentplan.org 
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